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Dear Clients,
Please read the following advice regarding the current Bluetongue outbreak.
There are confirmed cases of BTV-3 in parts of the area we cover. 
Updated cases can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bluetongue-latest-situation#cases 
Clinical signs 
Sheep 
Sheep are more likely to show obvious clinical signs of bluetongue, these include:
· Ulcers or sores in the mouth and nose
· Discharge from the eyes or nose and
· drooling from the mouth
· Swelling of the lips, tongue, head, neck and the coronary band (where the skin of the leg meets the horn of the foot)
· Other clinical signs:
· Red skin as a result of blood collecting beneath the surface
· Fever
· Lameness
· Breathing problems
· Abortion, fetal deformities and stillbirths
· Death
Cattle 
Signs of the disease include:
· Lethargy
· Crusty erosions around the nostrils and muzzle
· Redness of the mouth, eyes and nose
· Reddening of the skin above the hoof
· Nasal discharge
· Reddening and erosions on the teats
· Fever
· Milk drop
· Not eating
· Abortion, fetal deformities and stillbirths
Adult cattle may serve as a source of virus for several weeks while displaying little or no clinical signs of disease and are often the preferred host for insect vectors.



Calves and lambs 
Calves and lambs can become infected with bluetongue before birth if the mother is infected while pregnant. 
Signs of infection include:
· Offspring born small, weak, deformed or blind
· Death of offspring within a few days of birth
· Abortion, fetal deformities and stillbirths
Livestock keepers and vets should consider bluetongue as a possible cause for calves and lambs showing these signs.
Spread of the disease 
BTV is mostly spread via midge bites from infected animals to healthy animals, this can happen between different species, including wildlife species. It can also be transmitted from infected dams to lambs or calves via the placenta while pregnant. 
Suspected cases
If you suspect any cases based on the above symptoms on your farm, please immediately contact APHA on 03000 200 301 or the practise on 01643703649. APHA will pay for only 3 animals to be tested. 
In the meantime, isolate any suspected animals from the rest of the flock until they have been examined by a vet. 
Vaccination 
Due to suspected and confirmed cases within the local vicinity to many of our clients we recommend vaccination for sheep and cattle. There are two available vaccines we can supply, please speak to one of our vets to discuss protocols for sheep and cattle and to order. 
Which animals to vaccinate 
· Only vaccinate healthy animals, do not vaccinate suspect cases or animals clinically unwell. 
· Breeding rams: 6 weeks before tupping  
· Breeding ewes: 3 weeks before tupping 
· The vaccines are safe to use in pregnant animals

For any further queries or to order please get in touch.
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